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“ACCEPTABLE WORSHIP”
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(Genesis 4:1-7 NKJV)  Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, "I have acquired a man from the LORD." {2} Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. {3} And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the LORD. {4} Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the LORD respected Abel and his offering, {5} but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. {6} So the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? {7} "If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it."

What made Abel different from Cain?  His Offering—the difference was the blood.
(Hebrews 11:4 NKJV)  By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks.

What motivated Abel to present his sacrificial offering?


“By faith…” (Hebrews 11:4)
What was the difference between the Israelites and the Egyptians?  The blood
(Exodus 12:13 NKJV)  'Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

How could the High Priest enter the Holy of Holies?

(Leviticus 16:2-3 NKJV)  and the LORD said to Moses: "Tell Aaron your brother not to come at just any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat which is on the ark, lest he die; for I will appear in the cloud above the mercy seat. {3} "Thus Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: with the blood of a young bull as a sin offering, and of a ram as a burnt offering.

(Hebrews 9:7 NKJV)  But into the second part the high priest went alone once a year, not without blood, which he offered for himself and for the people's sins committed in ignorance;

How can our worship be acceptable?

(John 1:29 NKJV)  "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

(Hebrews 9:12 NKJV)  Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.

(Ephesians 1:7 NKJV)  In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace

(Romans 5:9 NKJV)  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.

(1 Peter 3:18 NKJV)  For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit,

How do we approach God now in worship?
(Mark 15:37-38 NKJV)  And Jesus cried out with a loud voice, and breathed His last. {38} Then the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.

(Hebrews 10:19-23 NKJV)  Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, {20} by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, {21} and having a High Priest over the house of God, {22} let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. {23} Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.
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