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“The Depth of Depravity”
Theology:  For the Purpose of Praise

REVERENCE BIBLE CHURCH
(Romans 8:1-10 NKJV)  There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. {2} For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. {3} For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, {4} that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. {5} For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. {6} For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. {7} Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. {8} So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. {9} But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. {10} And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

THE FALL
(Genesis 2:16-17 NKJV)  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; {17} "but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."

DEAD IN SIN
(Colossians 2:13 NKJV)  And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,

(Ephesians 2:1 NKJV)  And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins,

(1 Corinthians 15:22 NKJV)  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.

SINFUL NATURE

(Psalms 51:5 NKJV)  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.

(Psalms 58:3 NKJV)  The wicked are estranged from the womb; They go astray as soon as they are born, speaking lies.

(Titus 1:15-16 NKJV)  To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but even their mind and conscience are defiled. {16} They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for every good work.

(Romans 5:12 NKJV)  Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned;

(1 Corinthians 2:14 NKJV)  But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

ALL HAVE SINNED
(Ecclesiastes 7:20 NKJV)  For there is not a just man on earth who does good And does not sin.
(Romans 3:23 NKJV)  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
THE EXTENT OF MAN’S SIN
(Jeremiah 17:9 NKJV)  "The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it?

(Ecclesiastes 9:3 NKJV)  “…Truly the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil; madness is in their hearts while they live, and after that they go to the dead.”

 (Ephesians 2:2 NKJV)  in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience,

(John 8:44 NKJV)  "You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.
(Jeremiah 2:13 NKJV)  "For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, And hewn themselves cisterns; broken cisterns that can hold no water.

UNABLE TO DO GOOD

(1 Corinthians 13:1-3 NKJV)  Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. {2} And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. {3} And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.

(Hebrews 11:6 NKJV)  But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

(Romans 14:23 NKJV)  But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin.

(Romans 3:10-12 NKJV)  As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one; {11} There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. {12} They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one."

(Job 14:4 NKJV)  Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? No one!

(Job 15:14-16 NKJV)  "What is man, that he could be pure? And he who is born of a woman, that he could be righteous? {15} If God puts no trust in His saints, And the heavens are not pure in His sight, {16} How much less man, who is abominable and filthy, Who drinks iniquity like water!

(Jeremiah 13:23 NKJV)  Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots? Then may you also do good who are accustomed to do evil.

UNDER THE WRATH OF GOD
(John 3:36 NKJV)  "He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

(Ephesians 2:3 NKJV)  among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.

(John 3:19 NKJV)  "And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
(Romans 5:16 NKJV)  And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification.

(Luke 7:36-48 NKJV)  Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee's house, and sat down to eat. {37} And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, {38} and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. {39} Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, "This man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner." {40} And Jesus answered and said to him, "Simon, I have something to say to you." So he said, "Teacher, say it." {41} "There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. {42} "And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?" {43} Simon answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He said to him, "You have rightly judged." {44} Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. {45} "You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. {46} "You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. {47} "Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little." {48} Then He said to her, "Your sins are forgiven."
· If the Christian understands the depth of his or her own sin—then the hope of a future of being clothed in robes of righteousness; the idea of being glorified with Christ; the assurance of eternity in the joy of the Lord—will bring about such awe and amazement at the grace of God—that the Christian will worship both now and forevermore.

· It is in the Bible

(Revelation 3:14-22 NKJV)  "And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 'These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: {15} "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. {16} "So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. {17} "Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'; and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked; {18} "I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. {19} "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. {20} "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. {21} "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. {22} "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches."' "
What is wrong with us?
· Man is totally against God
· Man is totally unable to do anything “good” in the eyes of the Lord—apart from God’s enabling.

· Man’s decisions and choices will always be according to Man’s inclinations and Man’s inclinations will only be according to Man’s nature—which is only evil continually.
· After the Fall, the human will became a “slave to sin”.

· Man is totally depraved and in complete ruin in both body and soul.

· Man is not utterly depraved (as bad as he can possibly be), all men are not equally sinful, but he is totally depraved in the following deficiencies: 

· Man is unable to save himself from guilt and condemnation.

· Man is unable, in his own strength, to convert himself—He is wholly dependent upon the Holy Spirit.
· Man is unable to love God or any other God-honoring act of righteousness.
· Man is unable to do anything to merit salvation.

(Ephesians 2:1-10 NKJV)  And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, {2} in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, {3} among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. {4} But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, {5} even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), {6} and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, {7} that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. {8} For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, {9} not of works, lest anyone should boast. {10} For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

(Genesis 8:21 NKJV)  And the LORD smelled a soothing aroma. Then the LORD said in His heart, "I will never again curse the ground for man's sake, although the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; nor will I again destroy every living thing as I have done.

Salvation is absolutely and solely of Grace

Osteen preaches the new modernized gospel that is increasing the number of tares and goats in the visible church. "It's the goodness of God that leads people to repentance," Osteen asserts carefully avoiding the dreaded word 'sin.'  "That's why over 18,000 people walked down our aisles last year to receive Jesus. That's why we receive hundreds of thousands of letters, e-mails, and phone calls from our television viewers."
Question: Who was the Bloodiest Tyrant of the 20th Century?
Answer: We don't know.
That's probably the saddest fact of the Twentieth Century. There are so many candidates for the award of top monster that we can't decide between them. Whether it's Adolf Hitler, Mao Zedong or Iosif Stalin is, quite frankly, anybody's guess.

For now, let's just skip over the whole margin of error thing -- reasonable people have studied the evidence and come up with wildly differing numbers. You're free to check my sources, but for now, trust me. I've studied the matter at great length and decided that the most likely death toll for these three are:

	TYRANT
	DEATHS

	Mao
	40Million

	Hitler
	34M

	Stalin
	20M


Well, that certainly looks like Mao is our man, but wait. Mao's largest crime is the Great Leap Forward, a bungled attempt to restructure the economy of China which created a famine that killed some 30M. If we confine our indictment to deliberate killings, we get this:

	TYRANT
	KILLINGS

	Hitler
	34M

	Stalin
	20M

	Mao
	10M


So it's Hitler, right? Except that most of the deaths on his head were caused by the Second World War. Sure, he started it, but our society does not blanketly condemn the starting of wars (after all, we reserve the right to do it ourselves in a just cause), and we certainly don't consider killing armed enemy soldiers in a fair fight to be a crime against humanity. If we therefore confine ourselves to the cold-blooded murder of unarmed non-combatants, our table rearranges itself again:

	TYRANT
	MURDERS

	Stalin
	20M

	Hitler
	15M

	Mao
	10M


This brings Stalin floating to the top. So it look like once you reduce their crimes to the unjustifiably lowest common denominator, then Stalin is worst; however, you might want to argue that dead is dead so it really doesn't matter if you give your victims a chance to fight back. Fighting an unjust or reckless war is certainly a crime against humanity, so our numbers should go back to:

	TYRANT
	KILLINGS

	Hitler
	34M

	Stalin
	20M

	Mao
	10M


... and these are just the problems we'll encounter if we accept my numbers without debate. If we want to use the estimates of other scholars, we can pin up to 50 million murders on Stalin, enough to push him to the top of the list regardless of definition. Or we can whittle him down to 10 million murders if we use the low end of the margin of error, and scrounge several more tens of millions for Mao, or away from him.

So, the answer to the question of "Who is roasting on the hottest fires in Hell?" is "Well, that depends..."



Secondary Level of Mass Murderers:

Obviously, we're going to run into the same vagueries and uncertainties when we try to rank numbers 4 through 10 on the list of the 20th Century's worst killers, but at least we can nominate the candidates. A pretty good case could be made that each of the following rulers (listed alphabetically) were responsible for over a million unjust, unnecessary or unnatural deaths by initiating or intensifying war, famine, democide or resettlement, or by allowing people under their control to do so:

· Chiang Kai-shek (China: 1928-49) 

· Enver Pasha (Turkey: 1913-18) 

· Hirohito (Japan: 1926-89) 

· Hirota Koki (Japan: 1936-37) 

· Ho Chi Minh (North Vietnam: 1945-69) 

· Kim Il Sung (North Korea: 1948-94) 

· Lenin (USSR: 1917-24) 

· Leopold II (Belgium: 1865-1909) 

· Nicholas II (Russia: 1894-1917) 

· Pol Pot (Cambodia: 1975-79) 

· Saddam Hussein (Iraq: 1969- ) 

· Tojo Hideki (Japan: 1941-44) 

· Wilhelm II (Germany: 1888-1918) 

· Yahya Khan (Pakistan: 1969-71) 
Here are a few of the century's rulers who could easily be indicted for causing hundreds of thousands of unnatural deaths. Although some might be acquitted due to inadequite evidence or mitigating circumstances, it might be a good idea to not build statues to them. 

· Idi Amin (Uganda: 1971-80) 

· Ion Antonescu (Romania: 1940-44) 

· Ataturk (Turkey: 1920-38) 

· Francisco Franco (Spain: 1939-75) 

· Gheoghe Gheorghiu-Dej (Romania: 1945-65) 

· Yakubu Gowon (Nigeria: 1966-76) 

· Radovan Karadzic (Serbian Bosnia: 1991-96) 

· Babrac Kemal (Afghanistan: 1979-87) 

· Le Duan (Vietnam: 1976-86) 

· Haile Mengistu (Ethiopia: 1974-91) 

· Benito Mussolini (Italy: 1922-43) 

· Ante Pavelic (Croatia: 1941-45) 

· Antonio de Salazar (Portugal: 1932-68) 

· Hadji Suharto (Indonesia: 1967-97) 

· Tito (Yugoslavia: 1945-80) 



Wars of the Twentieth Century

Approximately 35 to 40 million soldiers have died in the wars of the Twentieth Century, nearly three quarters of them in the two World Wars. The biggest wars of this century have been... 

	
	Military Death Toll
	War
	Dates

	1
	20,000,000
	Second World War
	1937-45

	2
	8,500,000
	First World War
	1914-18

	3
	1,200,000
	Korean War
	1950-53

	4
	1,200,000
	Chinese Civil War
	1945-49

	5
	1,200,000
	Vietnam War
	1965-73

	6
	850,000
	Iran-Iraq War
	1980-88

	7
	800,000
	Russian Civil War
	1918-21

	8
	400,000
	Chinese Civil War
	1927-37

	9
	385,000
	French Indochina
	1945-54

	10
	200,000
	Mexican Revolution
	1911-20

	10
	200,000
	Spanish Civil War
	1936-39

	12
	160,000
	French-Algerian War
	1954-62

	13
	150,000
	Afghanistan
	1980-89

	14
	130,000
	Russo-Japanese War
	1904-05

	15
	100,000
	Riffian War
	1921-26

	15
	100,000
	First Sudanese Civil War
	1956-72

	15
	100,000
	Russo-Polish War
	1919-20

	15
	100,000
	Biafran War
	1967-70

	19
	90,000
	Chaco War
	1932-35

	20
	75,000
	Abyssinian War
	1935-36
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