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“The Gift of Singleness and Marriage—Part II”
The Gift of Singleness
(1 Corinthians 7:7-9 NKJV)  "For I wish that all men were even as I myself. But each one has his own gift from God, one in this manner and another in that. (8) But I say to the unmarried and to the widows: It is good for them if they remain even as I am; (9) but if they cannot exercise self-control, let them marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with passion."
(Matthew 19:10-12 NKJV)  "His disciples said to Him, "If such is the case of the man with his wife, it is better not to marry." (11) But He said to them, "All cannot accept this saying, but only those to whom it has been given: (12) "For there are eunuchs who were born thus from their mother's womb, and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He who is able to accept it, let him accept it.""
Advantages of Singleness

(1 Corinthians 7:26-27 NKJV)  "I suppose therefore that this is good because of the present distress; that it is good for a man to remain as he is: (27) Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be loosed. Are you loosed from a wife? Do not seek a wife.”

(1 Corinthians 7:32-35 NKJV)  "But I want you to be without care. He who is unmarried cares for the things of the Lord; how he may please the Lord. (33) But he who is married cares about the things of the world; how he may please his wife. (34) There is a difference between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman cares about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit. But she who is married cares about the things of the world; how she may please her husband. (35) And this I say for your own profit, not that I may put a leash on you, but for what is proper, and that you may serve the Lord without distraction."

The Sin of Commanding Singleness
(1 Timothy 4:1-5 NKJV)  "Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, (2) speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, (3) forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. (4) For every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with thanksgiving; (5) for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer."

(1 Corinthians 7:28 NKJV)  "But even if you do marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has not sinned. Nevertheless such will have trouble in the flesh, but I would spare you."
Redeeming the Time
(Colossians 3:2 NKJV)  "Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth."

(1 Peter 1:24 NKJV)  "because "All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls away,"

Trusting the Lord with Our Lives
(Isaiah 46:9-10 NKJV)  "Remember the former things of old, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me, (10) Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things that are not yet done, Saying, 'My counsel shall stand, And I will do all My pleasure,'"

 (Proverbs 16:9 NKJV)  "A man's heart plans his way, But the LORD directs his steps."
(Proverbs 3:5-6 NKJV)  "Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; (6) In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths."

(Isaiah 26:3 NKJV)  "You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You."
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