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GOD’S ETERNAL PLAN REVEALED

“GRACE IN THE GARDEN”
THE TEMPTATION

(Gen 3:1-5 NKJV)  Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?" {2} And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; {3} "but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.'" {4} Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. {5} "For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."

· Satan questions the validity of God’s Word—“Has God indeed said…”

· Satan asks the question from the negative—“You shall not eat of every tree of the garden”—Questioning the goodness of God.

· (Gen 2:16-17 NKJV)  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; {17} "but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."

· Satan completely denies and contradicts the Word of God—“You will not surely die.”
· Satan tempts Man to think that God is not trustworthy and good—“For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

THE FALL
(Gen 3:6 NKJV)  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.

· Eve was deceived—Adam was in complete rebellion
· (1 Tim 2:14 NKJV)  And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression.

· James Montgomery Boice:  “Adam, in full knowledge of what he was doing, looked at one tree and said in effect, ‘I do not care if I am allowed to eat of all the trees north of here, east of here, south of here, and west of here.  So long as that one tree stands in the garden as a symbol of my creaturehood, so long as it is there to remind me that I am not God, that I am not perfectly autonomous—so long as it is there, I hate it!  So I will eat of it and die!’”

THE RESULTS OF THE FALL
(Gen 3:7 NKJV)  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.

· Man died spiritually—Man fell from communion with God and from any form of righteousness.  Man became wholly defiled in every part of soul and body, wholly inclined to all evil, made opposite to all good, covered with all guilt, and bound to the wrath of God eternally.
· (Eph 2:1 NKJV)  And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins

· (Rom 3:10-12 NKJV)  As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one; {11} There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. {12} They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one."

· Man died physically—The process began the moment they sinned

· Beginning of works-based religion—“they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.”
· Man became guilty, covered with shame and fearful before God—“Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden” (Gen. 3:8)
· Man now knew both good and evil—not like God who loves good and hates evil—but like Satan.
· The woman would have pain and sorrow in bringing forth children—and the marriage would be marred by sinful domination and enforced submission rather than godly male headship.

· For the man the ground would be cursed and a source of frustration all the days of his life.
THE GRACE OF GOD
· Adam is made the federal head of mankind—(Romans 5:19 NKJV)  “For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous.”
· Man does not immediately die physically 

· God graciously pursues sinful Man—while Man is hiding from God in rebellion
· “There is none who seeks after God” (Romans 3:11)

· “And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day” (Gen. 3:8)
· God calls out to Adam—“Adam, where are you?”
(2 Tim 1:9 NKJV)  “who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began”

· The first prophecy is given of the Messiah—Christ our Savior

(Gen 3:15 NKJV)  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise (crush) your head, And you shall bruise His heel."

· From the Seed of the woman (Virgin birth), One would come who would crush the head of the serpent.   

(Col 2:13-15 NKJV)  And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, {14} having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. {15} Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.

· Satan would bruise His heel
· Satan moved the Pharaoh to kill all male Hebrew babies when Moses was an infant.

· Satan moved upon Herod to have all babies two years old and younger to be killed when Jesus was first born.

· Satan tempted Christ in the wilderness
· Satan attempted to kill Jesus from the storm on the Sea of Galilee.

· The prophecy was finally fulfilled when Christ was crucified on the cross—in the same act of Satan bruising the heal of Christ—the serpents head was eternally crushed.

· Justification by faith alone
(Gen 3:20 NKJV)  And Adam called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.

· Adam immediately names his wife Eve (mother of all living), before she was a mother of any children, in faith of the promises of God.  From her Seed, Satan’s head would be crushed and Adam believed this promise of God and it was accounted to Him for righteousness.

(Gen 4:1 NKJV)  Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, "I have          acquired a man from the LORD."

· Eve’s faith is also evident in that she names her first child “Cain” meaning “Here he is!”

· (Eph 2:8-9 NKJV)  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, {9} not of works, lest anyone should boast.

· The shedding of blood for the remission of sins
(Gen 3:21 NKJV)  Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them.

· (Lev 17:11 NKJV)  'For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.'

· (Exodus 12:13 NKJV)  'Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

· (Hebrews 9:22 NKJV)  “…without shedding of blood there is no remission.”

· (Romans 5:8-9 NKJV)  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. {9} Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.

· Man is protected from eating from the tree of life and living for eternity in sin—(Genesis 3:22-24)
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