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“How Great is the Object of Your Faith?”
(1 Pet 5:8-14 NKJV)  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. {9} Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. {10} But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. {11} To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. {12} By Silvanus, our faithful brother as I consider him, I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God in which you stand. {13} She who is in Babylon, elect together with you, greets you; and so does Mark my son. {14} Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to you all who are in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Peter’s Background

(Luke 22:31-34 NKJV)  And the Lord said, "Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. {32} "But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren." {33} But he said to Him, "Lord, I am ready to go with You, both to prison and to death." {34} Then He said, "I tell you, Peter, the rooster shall not crow this day before you will deny three times that you know Me."

What can Christians do in their battle with their adversary the devil?

1) Be Sober

a. (1 Pet 1:13 NKJV)  Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
2) Be Vigilant

a. (Heb 12:1-2 NKJV)  Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, {2} looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
3) Resist him

a. (James 4:6-7 NKJV)  But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble." {7} Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
b. (Eph 6:10-12 NKJV)  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. {11} Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. {12} For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
i. (Eph 6:14-17 NKJV)  Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, {15} and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; {16} above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. {17} And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;
How are we to do these things?

1) Steadfast in the faith
a. (1 Pet 1:20-21 NKJV)  He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you {21} who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.
i. (2 Th 3:3 NKJV)  But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the evil one.
b. (1 Pet 1:5 NKJV)  who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
c. (1 Pet 1:6-7 NKJV)  In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, {7} that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,
Who is the object of our faith?

1) The God of all grace

a. (Psa 86:5 NKJV)  For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, And abundant in mercy to all those who call upon You.
b. (Psa 86:15 NKJV)  But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious, Longsuffering and abundant in mercy and truth.
c. (Micah 7:18-19 NKJV)  Who is a God like You, Pardoning iniquity And passing over the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He does not retain His anger forever, Because He delights in mercy. {19} He will again have compassion on us, And will subdue our iniquities. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.
d. (Rom 5:20-21 NKJV)  Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, {21} so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
e. (Lam 3:22-24 NKJV)  Through the Lord's mercies we are not consumed, Because His compassions fail not. {23} They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness. {24} "The LORD is my portion," says my soul, "Therefore I hope in Him!"
2) A God who calls us with an effectual calling
a. (2 Tim 1:9 NKJV)  who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began,
b. (Rom 9:11 NKJV)  (for the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who calls),
c. (Rom 8:30 NKJV)  Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.
d. (John 6:37 NKJV)  "All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.
e. (John 10:27-30 NKJV)  "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. {28} "And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. {29} "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand. {30} "I and My Father are one."
f. (Rom 8:38-39 NKJV)  For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, {39} nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
g. (Phil 1:6 NKJV)  being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;
3) A God who calls us to His Eternal Glory

a. (1 Pet 1:4 NKJV)  to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,
b. (2 Cor 4:16-18 NKJV)  Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. {17} For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, {18} while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
4) A God who will perfect, establish, strengthen and settle you
a. Perfect you:  “To make fully ready”,  “to complete”, “Like mending and net and making it whole”
i. (John 21:18-19 NKJV)  "Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish." {19} This He spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, "Follow Me."
c.   Establish you:  He has prayed for us, that our faith should not fail
b. Strengthen you:  Christ will strengthen us to resist Satan and to persevere
c. Settle you:  Christ will use the circumstances of our lives to bring us to rest and trust in Him
5) A God who is worthy of all glory and dominion forever and ever

a. (Heb 13:20-21 NKJV)  Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, {21} make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
b. (Psa 115:1 NIV)  Not to us, O LORD, not to us but to your name be the glory, because of your love and faithfulness.
Peter’s purpose in writing this letter:  “…This is the true grace of God in which you stand.”  (1 Peter 5:12) 
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