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What is saving faith?

1) Belief in Christ

(1 John 5:1 NKJV)  Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God…”

(1 John 5:4-5 NKJV)  For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world; our faith. {5} Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

(Hebrews 10:39 NKJV)  But we are not of those who draw back to perdition (destruction), but of those who believe to the saving of the soul.

(Romans 1:16 NKJV)  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes…”

2) Our faith is a gift of God
(Ephesians 2:8-9 NKJV)  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, {9} not of works, lest anyone should boast.

(Ephesians 1:17-19 NKJV)  that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, {18} the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, {19} and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power

3) Our faith comes by the hearing of the Word of God 

(Romans 10:14-15 NKJV)  How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? {15} And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!"

(Romans 10:17 NKJV)  So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

4) True faith trusts in Christ alone

(Acts 16:31 NKJV)  So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household."

(Galatians 2:20 NKJV)  "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

5) What does saving faith look like?
a. Saving faith includes repentance

(Acts 11:18 NKJV)  When they heard these things they became silent; and they glorified God, saying, "Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life."

(Mark 1:15 NKJV)  and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel."

b. Saving faith desires to obey Christ
(1 John 2:3 NKJV)  Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.

(Ephesians 2:10 NKJV)  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

(1 John 3:14 NKJV)  We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death.

c. Saving faith includes a love for God

(John 5:42-43 NKJV)  "But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you. {43} "I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will receive.

(Romans 8:28 NKJV)  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.

(1 Corinthians 2:9 NKJV)  But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him."

(1 Corinthians 16:22 NKJV)  If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed. O Lord, come!

(James 2:5 NKJV)  Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?

d. Saving faith continues to the end

(Philippians 1:6 NKJV)  being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;

(John 10:28-29 NKJV)  "And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. {29} "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand.

(1 John 2:19 NKJV)  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us.
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