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“THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD”
"But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, 

in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.”

(Gen 50:20 NKJV)  

The Heidelberg Catechism 1563

Question 26. What believest thou when thou sayest, "I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth"? 

Answer. That the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (who [a] of nothing made heaven and earth, with all that is in them; who likewise upholds and [b] governs the same by his eternal counsel and providence) is for the sake of Christ his Son, my God and my Father; on whom I rely so entirely, that I have no doubt, but he will provide me with all things necessary [c] for soul and body: and further, that he will make whatever evils he sends upon me, in this valley of tears [d] turn out to my advantage; for he is able to do it, being Almighty [e] God, and willing, being a [f] faithful Father. 

[a]: Gen. 1; Gen 2; Psa. 33:6
[b]: Psa. 115:3; Mat. 10:29; Heb. 1:3; John 5:17
[c]: John 1:12,16; Rom. 8:15,16; Gal. 4:5,6; Eph. 1:5; 1John 3:1
[d]: Psa. 55:22; Mat. 6:26
[e]: Rom. 8:28; Rom. 4:21
[f]: Rom. 10:12; Mat. 6:26; Mat. 7:9,10,11
Question 27. What dost thou mean by the providence of God? 

Answer. The almighty and everywhere present power of God; [a] whereby, as it were by his hand, he [b] upholds and governs heaven, earth, and all creatures; so that herbs and grass, rain [c] and drought, fruitful [d] and barren years, meat and drink, [e] health and sickness, [f] riches and poverty, yea, and all things [g] come, not by chance, but by his fatherly hand. 

Question 28. What advantage is it to us to know that God has created, and by his providence doth still uphold all things? 

Answer. That we may be patient in adversity [h]; thankful [i] in prosperity; and that in all things, which may hereafter befall us, we place our firm [j] trust in our faithful God and Father, that nothing shall [k] separate us from his love; since all creatures are so in his hand, that without his will they [l] cannot so much as move. 

[a]: Acts 17:25,26,27,28
[b]: Heb. 1:3
[c]: Jer. 5:24
[d]: Acts 14:17
[e]: John 9:3
[f]: Prov. 22:2; Job 1:21
[g]: Mat. 10:29,30; Eph. 1:11
[h]: Rom. 5:3; Psa. 39:10
[i]: Deut. 8:10; 1Thes. 5:18
[j]: Rom. 5:3,4,5,6
[k]: Rom. 8:38,39
[l]: Job 1:12; Job 2:6; Mat. 8:31; Isa. 10:15 

“THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD”  (continued)
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(Gen 50:20 NKJV)  "But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.

(Rom 8:28 NKJV)  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.

(Psa 115:3 NKJV)  But our God is in heaven; He does whatever He pleases.

(Eph 1:11 NKJV)  In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will,

(Acts 17:25-28 NKJV)  "Nor is He worshiped with men's hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things. {26} "And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, {27} "so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; {28} "for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, 'For we are also His offspring.'

(Heb 1:3 NKJV)  who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

(Psa 55:22 NKJV)  Cast your burden on the LORD, And He shall sustain you; He shall never permit the righteous to be moved.

(Job 1:21 NKJV)  And he said: "Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked shall I return there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; Blessed be the name of the LORD."

(Job 2:10 NKJV)  But he said to her, "You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?" In all this Job did not sin with his lips.

(Mat 10:29-31 NKJV)  "Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father's will. {30} "But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. {31} "Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.

(Mat 6:26-29 NKJV)  "Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? {27} "Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? {28} "So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; {29} "and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

(Rom 4:20-21 NKJV)  He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, {21} and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform.
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