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“Sanctify the Lord God in Your Hearts”
(1 Pet 3:8-15 NKJV)  Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; {9} not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing. {10} For "He who would love life And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips from speaking deceit. {11} Let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek peace and pursue it. {12} For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their prayers; But the face of the LORD is against those who do evil." {13} And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? {14} But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you are blessed. "And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled." {15} But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;
OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO GOD

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts…”

    Christ is to be set apart as supreme, our highest priority, preeminent in each of our hearts:
(Col 1:18 NKJV)  And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.

(Deu 4:35 NKJV)  "To you it was shown, that you might know that the LORD Himself is God; there is none other besides Him.

(Josh 24:22-24 NKJV)  So Joshua said to the people, "You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD for yourselves, to serve Him." And they said, "We are witnesses!" {23} "Now therefore," he said, "put away the foreign gods which are among you, and incline your heart to the LORD God of Israel." {24} And the people said to Joshua, "The LORD our God we will serve, and His voice we will obey!"

(Mat 6:24 NKJV)  "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.

(Mat 4:10 NKJV)  Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.'"

(Rom 13:14 NKJV)  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.

(Phil 2:9-11 NKJV)  Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, {10} that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, {11} and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

(Eph 6:1-6 NKJV)  “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. {2} "Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with promise: {3} "that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth." {4} And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. {5} Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; {6} not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart”
(Mat 22:37-40 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, " 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.' {38} "This is the first and great commandment. {39} "And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' {40} "On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets."
OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO THE CHURCH
(1 Pet 3:8 NKJV)   “Finally, all of you be of one mind…” 

(Acts 4:32 NKJV)  Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.

(1 Pet 3:8 NKJV)   “…having compassion for one another;” 

(1 John 3:17 NKJV)  But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?

(Heb 10:32-34 NKJV)  But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great struggle with sufferings: {33} partly while you were made a spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations, and partly while you became companions of those who were so treated; {34} for you had compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven.

(1 Pet 3:8 NKJV)   “…love as brothers,”

(Rom 12:9-10 NKJV)  Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. {10} Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another;

(1 Th 5:14 NKJV)  Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all.

(1 Pet 3:8 NKJV)   “…be tenderhearted,”

(Eph 4:32 NKJV)  And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you.

(1 Pet 3:8 NKJV)   “…be courteous;”
(1 Pet 3:9 NKJV)   “not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing.”

(1 Th 5:15 NKJV)  See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all.

(1 Pet 3:10 NKJV)  For "He who would love life And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips from speaking deceit.

(Eph 4:29 NKJV)  Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.

(1 Pet 3:11 NKJV)  Let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek peace and pursue it.

(Gal 6:9-10 NKJV)  And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. {10} Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.

· Instruct/Counsel          (Col. 3:16) 

· Pursue Peace                (Rom. 14:19)

· Honor/Give Preference (Rom. 12:10)
· Pray for One Another
 (Eph. 6:19-20)
· Serve One Another   (Matt. 25:35-45)
· Mutual Accountability (Matt. 18:15-17)

· Spur Towards Good Works (Heb. 10:24)
· Minister to One Another (1 Peter 4:10)

· Provide for those in Need (Acts 4:34-35)
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